December 18, 2016
A Service of Nine Lessons and Carols

Connecting people with the love and life of Jesus Christ
by building up the next generations of Christians

A Service of Nine Lessons and Carols
December 18, 2016, 7:30 pm
The Prelude Variations sur un Noël, op. 20

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Marcel Dupré

¶ Immediately after the Prelude, all stand as able for the Processional Hymn.
*Processional Hymn Once in royal David’s city

*The Bidding Prayer
*The Lord’s Prayer Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*The Blessing
*Hymn He is born

First Lesson Genesis 3:8–15, 17–19
Carol Adam lay ybounden

Peter Warlock

Adam lay ybounden,
Bounden in a bond;
Four thousand winter,
Thought he not too long.
And all was for an apple,
An apple that he took.
As clerkes finden,
Written in their book.
Ne* had the apple taken been,
The apple taken been,
Ne had never our ladie,
Abeen heav’ne queen.
Blessed be the time
That apple taken was,
Therefore we moun* singen.
Deo gratias!*
—Anon., c. 1430

*had not

*may
*Thanks be to God

Second Lesson Genesis 22:15–18
*Hymn Good Christian friends, rejoice

Third Lesson Isaiah 9:2, 6–7
Carol Long ago, prophets knew

Piae Cantiones, arr. Malcolm Archer

Long ago, prophets knew,
Christ would come, born a Jew,
Come to make all things new;
Bear his People’s burden,
Freely love and pardon.
Ring, bells, ring! Sing, choirs sing!
When he comes, Who will make him welcome?
God in time, God in man,
This is God’s timeless plan:
He will come, as a man,
Born himself of woman,
God divinely human.
Ring, bells, ring...
Mary, hail! Though afraid,
She believed, She obeyed.
In her womb God is laid:
Till the time expected,
Nurtured and protected,
Ring, bells, ring...
Journey ends! Where afar
Bethlem shines, like a star,
Stable door stands ajar.
Unborn Son of Mary,
Savior, do not tarry!
Ring, bells, ring! Sing, choirs, sing!
Jesus comes! Jesus comes!
We will make him welcome!
—Fred Pratt Green, 1971

Fourth Lesson Isaiah 11:1–4a, 6–9
Carol Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming

German trad., arr. Dale Adelmann

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming
From tender stem hath sprung,
Of Jesse’s lineage coming
As seers of old have sung.
It came, a blossom bright,
Amid the cold of winter,
When half-spent was the night.
Isaiah ‘twas foretold it,
The Rose I have in mind,
With Mary we behold it,
The Virgin Mother kind.
To show God’s love aright,
She bore to us a Savior,
When half-spent was the night.
O Flower, whose fragrance tender
With sweetness fills the air,
Dispel in glorious splendor
The darkness everywhere.
True man, yet very God,
From sin and death now save us,
And share our every load.
—German trad., trans. Theodore Baker, Harriet Spaeth

Fifth Lesson Luke 1:26–35, 38
Carol Gabriel’s Message

Basque trad., arr. David Willcocks

The angel Gabriel from heaven came,
His wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame;
‘All hail,’ said he, ‘thou lowly maiden Mary,
Most highly favored lady, Gloria!
‘For known a blessed Mother thou shalt be,
All generations laud and honor thee,
Thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold,
Most highly favored lady, Gloria!
Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head,
‘To me be as it pleaseth God,’ she said,
‘My soul shall laud and magnify his holy name.’
Most highly favored lady, Gloria!
Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born
In Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn,
And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say:
Most highly favored lady, Gloria!
—Basque trad., trans. Sabine Baring-Gould, 1892

Sixth Lesson Luke 2:1–7
Carol God rest you merry, gentlemen
God rest you merry, gentlemen,
Let nothing you dismay,
For Jesus Christ our Savior
Was born upon this day,
To save us all from Satan’s power
When we were gone astray:
O tidings of comfort and joy.
In Bethlehem in Israel
This blessed babe was born,
And laid within a manger
Upon this blessed morn;
The which his mother Mary
Did nothing take in scorn:
O tidings...
From God our heavenly Father
A blessed angel came,
And unto certain shepherds
Brought tidings of the same,
How that in Bethlehem was born
The Son of God by name:
O tidings...
The shepherds at those tidings
Rejoiced much in mind,
And left their flocks afeeding
In tempest, storm, and wind,
And went to Bethlehem straightway
This blessed babe to find:
O tidings...

English trad., arr. Mark Sirett

But when to Bethlehem they came,
Whereat this infant lay,
They found him in a manger,
Where oxen feed on hay;
His mother Mary kneeling
Unto the Lord did pray:
O tidings...
Now to the Lord sing praises,
All you within this place,
And with true love and brotherhood
Each other now embrace;
This holy tide of Christmas
All others doth deface:
O tidings...
—Christmas Carols Ancient and Modern, William B. Sandys (1833), alt.

Seventh Lesson Luke 2:8–16
Carol Torches

John Joubert

Torches, torches, run with torches
All the way to Bethlehem!
Christ is born and now lies sleeping;
Come and sing your song to him!
Ah, Roro, Roro, my baby,
Ah, Roro, my love, Roro;
Sleep you well, my heart’s own darling,
While we sing you our Roro.
Sing, my friends, and make you merry,
Joy and mirth and joy again;
Lo, he lives, the King of heaven,
Now and evermore, Amen.
—J. B. Trend (1887–1958), from The Galician

¶ Following the carol, all stand as able for the hymn.

*Hymn While shepherds watched their flocks by night

Eighth Lesson Matthew 2:1–11
Carol All my heart today rejoices
All my heart today rejoices
As I hear, far and near,
Sweetest angel voices.
"Christ is born," their choirs are singing,
Till the air everywhere
Now with joy is ringing.
Hark, a voice from yonder manger,
Soft and sweet, doth entreat:
"Flee from woe and danger!
Brethren come! from all doth grieve you,
You are freed; All you need
I will surely give you."
Come, then, let us hasten yonder!
Here let all, great and small,
Kneel in awe and wonder!
Love Him who with love is yearning!
Hail the star that from far
Bright with hope is burning!
—Paul Gerhardt, Praxis Pietatis Melica, 1656;
trans. Catherine Winkworth, 1858

¶ Immediately following the carol, all stand as able for the ninth lesson.

Flor Peeters

*Ninth Lesson John 1:1–14
*Hymn O come, all ye faithful

*Collect and Blessing Eternal God, by the birth of Jesus Christ you gave yourself to the
world. Grant that, being born in our hearts, he may save us from all
our sins, and restore within us the image and likeness of our Creator,
to whom be everlasting praise and glory, world without end. Amen.
*Hymn Joy to the world

*The Postlude

In dulci jubilo (In sweet rejoicing), BWV 729

Johann Sebastian Bach

Please remain standing in place until the choir has processed out of the narthex.
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Christmas Eve
West Side United Methodist Church
6 pm, family service
9 pm, Communion service (organ prelude recital 8:40 pm)

Christmas Morning Worship (P.J.’s in worship!) 10:30 am

